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Dawn was now breaking, but night had sealed my eyes
- James Rawlinson, blinded at Vimy 1917

Canada’s War-Blinded Veterans Find their Place in History

Vancouver — “We know more about our war dead than we do about our disabled veterans,” comments
Serge Marc Durflinger whose major new book, Veterans with a Vision: Canada’s War Blinded in
Peace and War sets about changing this fact.

The story of Canada’s war-blinded veterans is one of poignant loss, of shared vision, and of remarkable
tenacity. In 1918, some of the nearly 200 Canadian blinded servicemen from the First World War were
the driving force behind the creation of the Canadian National Institute for the Blind. In 1922, they
formed their own advocacy group, the Sir Arthur Pearson Association of War Blinded (SAPA), closely
linked to CNIB, to ensure that their special needs as pensioned veterans and as newly blinded
Canadians were taken into account by a government—and civic culture—that didn’t see a societal role
for men whose time at war had resulted in the loss of their sight. By the end of the First World War, the
federal government had assumed responsibility for its disabled soldiers and the opening of CNIB’s
government-funded retraining facility gave the country’s war blinded an opportunity to reintegrate into
Canadian life, find stable employment, and regain a strong measure of independence.

Joined by 150 war-blinded Canadian veterans following the Second World War, SAPA continued to
fight for improved pensions and social legislation. Its members’ spirit of perseverance and
achievements made the war blinded significant advocates not only for their own cause, but for all
Canadian veterans and all blind citizens.

Published by UBC Press in conjunction with the Canadian War Museum, The Sir Arthur Pearson
Association, and CNIB, Veterans with a Vision fills a gap in Canadian military history that hitherto
has been “shockingly sparse...” according to international scholar David Gerber, who continues
“...disabled veterans are neglected figures in the histories of war and peace.” Author, Serge Marc
Durflinger gives this very human history a vibrant life.
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Serge Durflinger is an Associate Professor in the History Department at the University of Ottawa. He
specializes in Canadian military, naval, and diplomatic history as well as the history of veterans and the
impact of war on ordinary Canadians. From 1998 to 2003 he served as an historian at the Canadian
War Museum in Ottawa. He took up his appointment at the University of Ottawa in 2003.

He is the author of several publications, Lest We Forget: A History of the Last Post Fund 1909-1999
(The Last Post Fund, 2000), simultaneously published in French as Je me souviens, War and Society in
Post-Confederation Canada, co-edited with Jeffrey A. Keshen, (Thomson-Nelson, 2006), Fighting
From Home: The Second World War in Verdun, Quebec (UBC Press, 2006) and his latest book
Veterans with a Vision: Canada's War Blinded in Peace and War (UBC Press, 2010).

In 2008 Professor Durflinger was awarded an Excellence in Education prize by the University of
Ottawa.



